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Good thoughts
but tone uneven

Sarah Manners (Heidi) and Michael Lumsden (Toby)

REVIEW:
3-1-6: Sex, Lies and
Retribution,
The Haymarket
Theatre,
Basingstoke

EUAN Rose and John
Adams bring us a
noir-esque thriller

that attempts to scrape at
the polished surface of
modern life.

In 3-1-6, the selfish rich
are hiding dirty secrets
that can affect many lives.

In today’s world of
constant tabloid exposure,
this superficial world is
somehow less shocking
than it ought to be, and
never quite as daring as it
thinks it is.

Concerning the tangled
lives of three thoroughly
unpleasant people, the
play keeps each character
permanently on-set,
though they never share
the limelight.

There’s Toby (Michael
Lumsden), the advertising
executive with a briefcase

full of grubby secrets and
a shaky hold on fidelity.
Frustrated trophy wife
Polly (Sarah Manners),
has an obsession with
flowers that comes in
handy.

Finally there’s skittish
Heidi (Natalie Roles), a
good-time girl with some
serious emotional
problems.

The three characters
monologue their isolated
personal lives directly to
those watching,
interacting with each
other only by telephone.
This technique tends to
distance the viewer and
doesn’t allow engagement
with the protagonists
while the narrative warms
up.

We’re told each
character had childhood
issues, clearly intended to
spark sympathy with
varying success.

Heidi, in particular, is
someone who has been
craving love her whole
life, able only to connect
with her toy, Ted.

They all have a sensitive
side. But, by telling

instead of showing us, we
get little incentive to care.
It’s equivalent to being
stopped in the street by
someone who forces their
life-story on you.

By the time you get to
the juicier parts of their
lives you’ve decided you
don’t like them much
anyway.

The characters’ isolation
continues on the
beautifully dressed stage.
Design divides the space
into thirds, using an
appropriate theme for
each character.

Thought has clearly
gone into the presentation
of the actors, using
genuine designer outfits
that befit their shiny,
hollow lifestyles, which
unravel around them.

The play’s overall tone
is too uneven to make it
funny, or know if we
should not be glad when
they fall.

By misunderstanding
the secret of film noir,
they undermine the great
tragedy it so desperately
needed to convey.
Joanna Neilson

FORGET J-Lo or Mariah
Carey. The ultimate diva
is at The Nuffield Theatre
in March, when Anna
Korwin plays Callas, a
production based
exclusively on authentic
interviews given by Maria
Callas between 1957 and
1970.

Jean-Yves Picq’s
sensitive and candid
portrayal of the legendary
opera singer won the
Moliére prize for a new
play in 1989 and has been
translated into eight
languages.

Maria Callas, born in
1923 in New York of Greek
parentage, first established
herself as an exceptional
singer in Italy and went on
to win world-wide acclaim.
After her spectacular
weight loss, which turned
her into a slim and
glamorous woman, her
devoted La Scala public
dubbed her ‘La Divina’.

Her search for
perfection and her unique
vocal prowess, acting
genius, volatile
temperament and tragic
personal life are still the
subject of innumerable
articles, books and
discussions.

Anna Korwin is an
accomplished theatre and
TV actress and director,
and has a long and
distinguished film career.
Many will remember her
from her role as Adriana
de Mila Orsini in the
popular ’80s TV drama
series, The Borgias.

Callas is on tour across
the UK and is in
Southampton on March 16,
17 and 28.
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CINEMA & DVD
Latest reviews and current
listings 

THE Players’ Theatre of
London are returning to
Romsey with their
popular and nostalgic mix
of songs and humour from
the good old days of
variety.

They will be at the

Plaza Theatre, hosted by
RAODS, to give two
evening performances on
Friday and Saturday,
March 17 and 18, curtain
up 8pm, plus a special
matinée performance on
the Saturday at 5 pm.

Tickets, £10 for evening
shows (concessions £8.50)
and £6 for the matinée
from the Plaza Box Office
in the Romsey Heritage &
Visitor Centre, Church
Street, Romsey or by
phone 01794 512937.

Good old days back in Romsey

Divine
diva


