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CINEMA

Hollywood adds another TV remake to a long list
of unoriginal ideas out this year. Not all of them
are bad, but none of them are great. In this case,
they've modernised the popular Dukes of Hazzard
TV show that ran from 1979 until 1985. It tracked
the adventures of the Duke family in Hazzard
County, Georgia, USA. Each week they had to stop
evil landowner Boss Hogg from ripping off the good
folks of Hazzard County. This generally involved
escaping from the corrupt police force in a high-
speed chase. Every single week their car, the
indestructible General Lee, would get trashed in
these car chases. The General would fly over a
rotten bridge and smash securely onto the other
side. Two minutes later it reappears in perfect
condition. My memory of the series is faint, but the
General was an image which kept it fondly
remembered (although the Confederate flag on its
roof is considerably less popular).

At least that was one lesson they learned for the
remake. Not a lot has changed in Hazzard – Bo
Duke (Sean William Scott) and Luke Duke (Johnny
Knoxville) still barely pause to chase the ladies as
they race the General along dirt-tracks, delivering
illegal moonshine from house to house for their
Uncle Jesse (Willie Nelson).

After introducing the Dukes' provocative cousin
Daisy (Jessica Simpson) in a messy bar-brawl, bad
guy Boss Hogg (Burt Reynolds) makes his
appearance in a glowing white suit. He has money,
so he's clearly evil. Boss Hog has big plans for
Hazzard County, and he wants those pesky Dukes
out of the way before they figure it out.
Unfortunately, he's given as little to do as the rest of
the good ol' boys.

This is a film
that might have
benefited from
another fifteen
minutes to
develop more
about the bad
guys and the
Duke family.
Knowville and
Scott are both
very likeable
actors, but they
aren't given
enough to play
with. Underused
Daisy barely does
more than wiggle
her behind to
bust them out of
jail, but her
charms aren't
enough to save this either. Each situation is as
forgettable as the last, and well-staged car chases
only emphasise the rest of the movie's lack of
invention. It seems to hope that if it keeps being
loud and sweary enough, we might overlook how
flat it all is.

It's one-dimensional even compared to the
original series, but there are one or two yee-haws to
be had, even if we've seen it all before. Go along for
the car chases and stick around for the blooper reel
in the credits. But with no more depth than that,
this is a cash-in as transparent as Uncle Jesse's
moonshine.–JN

One-dimensional
Hazzard
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■ The Dukes of Hazzard (12A)

Ong-Bak  (18)     
The premise of this film is

centered around an orphaned
young man who sets out on a
quest to retrieve the head of a
sacred statue, which has been
stolen from his small village by
local thugs.

One dark night a former native
of a rural Thai village has his
men steal the head of the town’s
ONG BAK (Buddha statue) to win
favour with ruthless Bangkok
crime boss Khom Tuan.

The locals regard the theft as a
catastrophe as they believe bad
fortune will fall over their
village, and seek a champion to
retrieve their lost treasure.

They find their man in Ting

(Tony Jaa), an orphaned
youngster raised at the local
temple, and schooled by Pra Kru,
a kindly monk, in an ancient
system of Muay Thai ‘Nine Body
Weapons’.

Ting travels to the mean streets
of Bangkok, where he's forced to
compete in illegal street fights,
taking on both local and foreign
opponents to try to win the head
of ONG BAK from the pitiless
underworld kingpin.

There is no question that Tony
Jaa is in fact amazing, able to
battle with unbelievable speed
and agility.

He performs all sorts of stunts
within a chase through the
streets of Bangkok, as well as
throughout the rest of the film,

exhibiting all his flawless talents.
These stunning moves are

made even more breathtaking
when you take into account that
no CGI, no wires or stunt doubles
were used in this must-see
modern martial arts movie.

A welcome departure from the
effects driven, wire reliant action
movies of today,

Ong-bak is the real thing, a
violent love letter to a lesser
known martial art.

A brutal, hard contact fighting
style full of knees, kicks and
killer elbows, Muay Thai is the
message, and leading man Tony
Jaa is the messenger.

On release for rental from
Blockbuster Home
Entertainment 

Jessica Simpson, who
plays Daisy Duke, beat
Britney Spears, Mandy
Moore and Jessica Biel
for the role.

Paul Walker and
Ashton Kutcher were
considered to play the
Duke boys. Anthony
Anderson was also
considered to play
Boss Hogg.

Dolly Parton was
offered the role of the
mother (according to
Jessica Simpson) but
turned it down.

Filming commenced on
November 8 2004, 26
years almost to the
very day that shooting
began for "One Armed
Bandits," the first
episode of the original
TV series The Dukes
of Hazzard (1979).

Many of the jumps and
car chase scenes were
filmed on a Louisiana
State University,
Agricultural Research
Station in Louisiana
leased to Warner
Brothers during the off
season for filming.

One of the original
series car from the
'80s was also used in
this new movie for
close-ups – a '68
Charger made to look
like a '69. The original
engine was replaced
with a new Hemi-
engine. .

Some 26 Dodge
Chargers were used,
several of them 1968
and 1970 models
converted to look like
1969 models. Only one
hemi Charger was
used, the rest were
440s, 383s, and a few
small block 318. Two
Chargers cost a total
of $2, given that after
the making of the film
they would be sold
back to the original
owner for $1.25 each.
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AN EVENING BEYOND
BOUNDARIES 

with KEN HAMES
Discover the inspirational world of this SAS
veteran, explorer, adventurer and television

personality.

Ken Hames served in the British Forces for 24
years and is one of the few officers to have worn

the red beret of the Parachute Brigade, the
green beret of the Royal Marines and the sand

beret of the Special Air Service.

This event is in aid of one of the leading youth
work charities working in Hampshire and the 

Isle of Wight.

Saturday, September 17th 2005
Netherton Farm House,

Nr Hurstbourne Tarrant
6.00 pm for 6.45 pm

TICKETS £35.00 EACH
Please contact 

Youth Clubs Hampshire and Isle of Wight,
St Thomas’ Centre, 20 Southgate Street,
Winchester, SO23 9EF 01962 852307 for
further details or simply send a cheque
made payable to Youth Clubs Hampshire

and Isle of Wight with a SAE.
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SEATS BOOKABLE ACCESS/VISA/SWITCH LICENSED BAR

A heartfelt triumph... for those who loved Calendar Girls and
The Full Monty” - Telegraph Peter Mullan Brenda Blethyn
ON A CLEAR DAY (12)
Daily 3.20 6.30 8.50 except Tue 3.20 only
Last Week!
CHARLIE AND THE
CHOCOLATE FACTORY (PG)
Daily except Tue 3.00 6.00
Last Week!
CRASH (15) 8.25 (not Tue) Tue 3.35
Opens 16 Sep in both screens! Keira Knightley in
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (U)
Now booking! 3.00 4.30 5.45 7.30 8.25

DO SOMETHING NEW!
Expert teachers invite you to

join in, free -
Karate, kung-fu, Tai-chi, Pilates, Tap

Dancing, Yoga, Baby Sing & Sign
- become a DJ - try out African Drums

For all ages!
THE OPEN DAY

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH & HALL
Upper Brook Street, Winchester
September 10th. 10am - 4pm

For programme details 01962 620522


