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Customers
‘put off’ by
scaffolding

Answers demanded, after
girl’s fall from multi-storey

Escaping thieves run down victim

Neil and Christine Hamilton feed Christopher the giraffe at Marwell Zoo this week. F6220E. Picture by Frank Riddle

Winchester/Traders’ anger over building repairs

Serving Winchester & surrounding towns & villages since 1772
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IT was feeding time at the
zoo when celebrities Neil
and Christine Hamilton paid
a visit to Marwell this week.

The tabloids’ favourite
couple were in Hampshire to
promote the zoo’s new
‘Animal Encounters’
experience.

While there, the couple
enjoyed the hands-on chance
of feeding Marwell’s
giraffes, as well as adult
Amur tigers, Ivan and

Zambar, on Tuesday.
The part-time ‘animal-

keepers’ said they “relished
the opportunity to go behind
the scenes and get a real
hands-on experience”.

Mrs Hamilton said: “It’s
been delightful and a
wonderful opportunity to get
up close and serious with the
big cats.”

She had been there two
years ago to paint a picture
of Ivan under the tuition of

Marwell’s Pip McGarry, for
the Brush with the Wild TV
programme.

The pair were also able to
feed banana-hungry
Christopher the giraffe at
the viewing platform.

Mrs Hamilton said she
wanted to take home a
giraffe as she found them
“wonderfully absurd
creatures”.

The Hamiltons’ other
favourite animals were the

ocelots with their “beautiful
fur,” and they survived a
brush with a tarantula.

Heading to their last stop,
the rhino pen, Mrs Hamilton
added: “I hope many will be
tempted to share my
experience and become
Keeper for a Day — after all,
you can only be eaten once!”

For more details and pre-
booking for the ‘Keeper for a
Day’ experience at Marwell,
call 01962 777965.

TRADERS in St George’s
Street in the city say roof
repairs and scaffolding are
making customers go else-
where.

The work is taking place on
buildings in the one-way
street which houses several
voluntary groups.

Its ground floor also con-
tains around half-a-dozen
shops, along with a café and
restaurant.

Traders there say they are
concerned that the building’s
appearance is putting off cus-
tomers.

They are also upset that
their landlord — Winchester
City Council — did not give
more notice about the works
and is not offering compensa-
tion. That is something that
city centre manager Graham
Love has suggested would be
the right course of action.

One of the traders affected
is Carlos Rodriguez, the co-
owner of Los Amigos restau-
rant.

He said business had
dropped by 30 to 40 per cent
since the scaffolding, and its

yellow netting, arrived in mid-
May.

“Many people think that
we’ve closed down because it
looks like a building site.

“They’ve also put it right
beside our windows, so we
can only open them around
two inches.”

He said an assurance was
given that the scaffolding and
netting would not obscure the
ground floor.

Mr Rodriguez added that
the work had created lots of
mess, deterring tourists and
customers.

He is now writing to the
council to seek compensation,
possibly in the shape of a rent
discount.

Such a move is supported by
Caroline Taylor, a partner at
Midas Touch, which has also
seen trade decline.

The story is similar at Café
Centro. Its manager, Dan
Lloyd, said they were missing
out.

“Luckily our regulars are
pretty determined to come
here, so it’s not such a prob-
lem,” he said.

Business is also quieter at
Winchester News, where sales
are down by £500 to £600 per

week, according to its owner,
Tom Romita.

He said the council gave
insufficient warning about
the repairs, and argued that it
would have been less damag-
ing if the works had been car-
ried out earlier this year.

“The customers think that
the building is about to be
demolished,” added Mr Romi-
ta.

Conservative city councillor,
Ian Tait, who happens to be a
regular customer, said the
authority should help the
stricken traders.

He added that Southern
Gas Networks, which has
been tackling pipeline repairs
in Winchester, was compen-
sating firms for the disrup-
tion.

Graham Love, of the city
centre partnership, said he
had every sympathy with the
traders who are suffering a
downturn in trade because of
these “necessary works”.

“We would urge the land-
lord, in this case the city coun-
cil, to take steps to make sure
the work is carried out expe-
ditiously,” he said.

“In light of the difficult trad-
ing position, perhaps the local
authority would consider rent
relief in order to allow these
independent traders to contin-
ue their service to customers
on an equal footing with near-
by businesses not affected by
the works.”

A spokesman for the author-
ity confirmed that no com-
pensation scheme was in
place, but that it would con-
sider it.

He added that the roof
repairs could not be done in
the winter, due to bad weath-
er.

The ground floor netting
was needed to satisfy health
and safety laws.

He added that it would be
removed tomorrow (Friday),
followed by the scaffolding
next week.

BY WARWICK PAYNE
warwick.payne@hampshirechronicle.co.uk

July 3 date for £1.4m revamp Page 6

THE Asda store at Chandler’s Ford is set to
shut later this summer for a £5m refurbish-
ment — but bosses still intend to knock it
down and start again.

The chain announced this week that it
plans to close the Bournemouth Road store
between August 13 and November 6, while
it installs a mezzanine floor and gives the
shop a makeover. It plans to operate a tem-
porary store on site during the work.

But a spokeswoman also confirmed that
plans to demolish the existing building and
replace it with a new one — roughly twice
the floor size of the current store — at the
back of the site, were still being pursued.

The application would see a two-storey
164,000 sq ft store, with 1,000 parking
spaces for cars in a two-storey decked car
park.

The Bournemouth Road/Chestnut Avenue
roundabout would also be improved.

But the retailer said that, because a new
store could be some years away, it was press-
ing ahead with the mezzanine floor, which
would expand retail space by about 5,000 sq
ft, to 88,000 sq ft.

Once it is reopened, after a fireworks dis-
play on November 5, the store will offer a
new restaurant, extended general merchan-
dise and clothing departments, a new foyer,
kiosk, lighting and air conditioning.

Glum: Vincenzo Panuwzio, left, and Carlos Rodriguez, joint
owners of Los Amigos restaurant. F6219A Picture: Frank Riddle

Asda refurb,
despite plans
to rebuild store

‘They’re wonderfully absurd creatures’ 
(that’s Christine talking about giraffes!)

A HEARTBROKEN mother has hit
out after her daughter walked out
of a locked secure unit and
jumped to her death from a Win-
chester multi-storey car park.

Jessica Huxham, 18, had been a
healthy, happy child before becom-
ing anorexic in her mid-teens,
after her parents divorced.

Jessica’s mother, Sonja, said how
her teenage daughter was brides-
maid at her wedding just four days
before she fell to her death.

She had enjoyed horse riding
and singing, took ballet and tap
lessons, sang in a church choir, and
had passed 11 GCSEs, including
nine A grades, of which two were
A*.

But the bright Peter Symonds
College student, who lived with
her family in Springvale Road,
Kings Worthy, increasingly strug-
gled with her eating disorder and
mental illness, which eventually
led to her becoming suicidal.

After absconding from a locked
ward at Melbury Lodge psychi-
atric unit, where she had been sec-
tioned under the Mental Health
Act, she fell from the roof of Fri-
arsgate multi-storey car park on
May 31.

Jessica’s funeral took place at St
Mary’s Church, Kings Worthy, last
Wednesday, in the same church as
her mother and stepfather’s wed-

ding just two weeks before.
Her death was the third sudden

death at Melbury Lodge psychi-
atric unit in two years.

Sonja said: “Jess was my brides-
maid four days before she died.
She tried so hard. She really want-
ed to be there for me.

“When my husband and I prom-
ised ‘better or worse’, we did not
know what the ‘for worse’ was, but
we do now.”

“Lately, instead of  getting bet-
ter, she seemed to be getting
worse since she was in the care of
adult services.”

Mrs Huxham, a teacher, believes
staff at Melbury Lodge let her
daughter down, failing to prevent
her death, despite several warn-
ings she was suicidal.

She said: “They knew her life
was at risk. She was put there
because she needed looking after
24/7 for those odd moments when
she heard voices in her head
which she thought to be an angel
telling her to kill herself, and she
was not able to control it.”

Mrs Huxham, who also has a 21-
year-old daughter, Nadia, said
three weeks before her death, Jes-
sica had been stopped by police
officers from jumping off the Fri-
arsgate multi-storey car park after
she was spotted on the roof by a
GP.

Mrs Huxham said: “She needed
better supervision and care.

“A psychiatrist said that was not
a serious suicide attempt. The psy-
chiatrist said she was sat up there
for a long time, she didn’t mean
it.”

About two weeks later she was
released from the psychiatric unit,
but within days took a near fatal
overdose of drugs and was re-
admitted.

Then on May 29, two days before
her death, she absconded again
and the police were called.

Mrs Huxham was full of praise
for Leigh House, where Jess was
treated for her eating disorders,
Peter Symonds staff, and clergy at
St Mary’s Church, who supported
the whole family.

A spokesman for Hampshire
Partnership NHS Trust, said: “Jes-
sica Huxham’s death is a terrible
tragedy and our condolences go to
her family.

“We are now reviewing the cir-
cumstances surrounding her death
and working with the coroner and
other agencies to see what lessons
can be learnt in the care and treat-
ment of future patients.

“Walking off a secure ward at
Melbury Lodge is very unusual.”

The inquest into Jessica’s death
has been opened and adjourned
until autumn.

A MAN was run over by
escaping thieves after he
caught them stealing from
his car.

Grant Drury, 38, was visit-
ing the Old Dairy site in
Rectory Lane, Itchen Abbas,
at lunchtime on Tuesday
with a colleague, when he
spotted two men acting sus-
piciously by his three-
month-old Vauxhall Vectra.

As he made his way
towards them, they jumped
into an dark blue M-reg
Ford Mondeo, and drove at

him, causing him to be
thrown onto the bonnet and
roof of the vehicle.

He was treated for concus-
sion and had 11 stitches to
the back of his head.

The two men made off
with a Tomtom satellite nav-
igation system and a laptop,
the total value of which
amounts to around £800.

Mr Drury, a national prop-
erty sales manager, said: “I
can’t work at the moment, I
am very sore and achey.

“I have been left quite

shaken and it’s not on, but
they won’t beat me.

“I will carry on with my
everyday life and I am eager
to get back to work.

“The police and ambu-
lance service were very
good and they were very
quick to get to me, consider-
ing the location.”

PC James Richardson,
who is investigating the
incident, said: “Although
this incident is very serious,
I would like to reassure the
public that this type of

crime is very rare.”
Police are looking for wit-

nesses.
The pair of thieves are

described as white, in their
mid-20s to early 30s, with
short cropped hair. At the
time they were both wear-
ing dark blue ‘England’
shirts and blue jeans.

Anyone with any informa-
tion should contact Win-
chester CID on 0845 045 45
45, or the anonymous
Crimestoppers number, 0800
555 111.

A QUICK-thinking resident scup-
pered a bid by a group of travellers
to move on to land at Fair Oak.

The resident, who has not been
identified, drove his car across the
entrance to the area of open
ground at the Brookfield estate as
16 travellers’ vans arrived.

Police were called and spent sev-
eral hours negotiating with the

travellers, before they left the site
under police supervision. They
were escorted outside the borough
of Eastleigh.

A police spokesman said: “We
were seeking to negotiate a resolu-
tion which residents, travellers, the
owners of the land and the police
found acceptable and we were
pleased to have achieved that aim.

“The site has now been secured
by the owner, Eastleigh Borough
Council, restricting motorised
access, but still permitting pedes-
trian and cycle access.”

After the travellers had left, the
council used refuse skips to block
the entrance.
● Travellers move on from Otter-
bourne. Page 3

Resident quick off the mark to scupper travellers

Extensive menu (and Take Away menu)
regional specialties from India

Refurbished tastefully
reflecting the flavours and tastes of India

All dishes cooked with traditional spices 
direct from India for added freshness and authenticity

12 - 3pm | 5.30 - 11.30pm

The Square, Wickham PO17 5JG
Tel: 01329 835566 or 02392 834466

Multi Award Winning Chef

Ringwood Road, Ferndown
Dining,Upholstery & Bedroom Departments

Telephone: 01202 897474 / 893377
www.davidphipp.co.uk

SALE NOW ON
SAVE 20%

OPEN MONDAY -  SATURDAY 9am - 5.30pm
FREE DELIVERY • EASY PARKING • BALCONY CAFE

SAVE UP TO 40% OFF
TRADITIONAL & CONTEMPORARY FURNITURE

eg: Malvern
MRP   SALE PRICE

3 Seater Sofa £1038 £ 829
2 Seater Sofa £ 966 £ 769
Chair £ 591 £ 469

Chair and sofas available with 
reclining action. Models on display
include: Amber,Arizona, Berkeley,
Carrera, Cheyney Court, Chloe,

Malvern, Reform & Zara

COMPLETE RANGE AT SALE PRICES
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