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When sci-fi filmmakers start crystal ball gazing, their
vision of the future rarely inspires us to want to live to
see it. Director Michael Bay’s efforts are no exception:
The Island opens with traditionally sterile scenes of
white walls, shiny floors and sliding doors. Thankfully,
this turns out to be only half of the story – the rest is
just as grim, but at least it’s a bit more interesting.

His bleached-out world is an underground
laboratory, producing human clones of wealthy clients
who want back-up body parts should anything nasty
happen to their own. Ewan McGregor and Scarlett
Johansson star as two unsuspecting inmates among a
community of “products” who have been brainwashed
to believe that the lab is a safe haven in a
contaminated world – until the inquisitive Lincoln
(McGregor) discovers some grisly goings-on below
stairs.

The horrors that he witnesses do well to set up The
Island's disturbing premise: the question of what
science can and should do in its crusade against
mortality has never been more pertinent or
provocative. But enough about the film this could have
been: as you might expect from the director of Pearl
Harbor and Armageddon, Bay is more interested in
blowing things up.

Once the cloned couple escape, the chase is on to
re-capture them. In true action-flick style, it’s done with
little concern for human life, public property, or its
audience's interest in a storyline. Since Ewan and
Scarlett are barely troubled by the news that they're
just organ replacements, their emotional dilemma is
clearly not the main issue, but as fetching as they look
in their white suits and racy leathers, it's a shame to
see such an excellent duo denied the chance to act.

On the plus side, The Island boasts a great cast

(you can't go wrong with Sean Bean for a villain and
Steve Buscemi for comic relief), beautifully panoramic
cinematography, and an extravagance and silliness
that entertains all by itself. Yet the only feeling it's likely
to stir is the disappointment that so much potential can
be trashed in favour of pyrotechnics.–CE
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blood
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■ The Island

A Home At The End Of
The World (15) 

From the Pulitzer Prize-winning
author of “The Hours” comes a
story that chronicles a dozen years
in the lives of two best friends who
couldn't be more different,  from
suburban Cleveland in the 60s, to
New York City in the 80s, where
they meet an older woman.

Their friendship becomes a love
triangle as they struggle with a
father's death and an unexpected
pregnancy. Together, they shall
face each other as they realise that
everything they have may not be
what they expected.

A powerful American
melodrama with a trio of
memorable performances,
thoughtful direction and a tender,

insightful screenplay from
Cunningham.

Examining the notion of family
and the true nature of love,
commitment and loyalty, the film
examines a bisexual love triangle
from multiple emotional angles.
“What I didn't know going in,” says
first-time filmmaker Michael Mayer,
“was that temperamentally I was
well-suited to directing a movie.
The control freak in me really
blossomed. Making this film was as
satisfying a creative experience as
I have ever had. I am looking
forward to making another one, but
if I only had one movie to make,
I'm very happy that it was this one.”

On release from Blockbuster
Home Entertainment

■ Warner Home Video has

launched of brand new, double
disc, feature-packed DVD special
of the first four Batman movies.

Batman, Batman Returns,
Batman Forever and Batman and
Robin will debut on October 24.
Digitally enhanced and featuring
never-before-seen footage, each
disc will be priced at £19.99 RRP.

The four have grossed more than
$1billion worldwide, one of the top
five most successful franchises in
motion picture history. These
stunning special editions have
been years in the making and are
sure to appeal to the legions of
faithful Batman fans who have
waited in anticipation for the
blockbusters to get the deluxe
treatment.

Get ready for one of the biggest
DVD events for the year!

As a remake of the kitschy
1960s show about a witch
living the American Dream,
Bewitched brings out some
big stars to give the illusion
of quality. Sadly, that's all it
is. Isobel Bigelow (Nicole
Kidman) is the witch who
wants to escape the instant
gratification of her magical
world. This mystifies her
attentive father (the ever-
reliable Michael Caine), who
turns up in the unlikeliest of
places behaving like a
geriatric Alfie. Instead,
Isobel dreams of arguing
about paint colours with a
husband who she can look
after. We’ve magically
returned to the sixties! 
Washed-up actor Jack Wyatt
(Will Ferrell) is also into
nostalgia and wants to make
his big comeback in a
remake of the Bewitched TV
show – though, as it's
exactly the same as the
sixties version, this seems
fairly pointless. Luckily
Ferrel gets to shine when
he’s let loose as an
arrogant, insecure mess. He
plays hapless husband
Darrin, and looks for an
unknown to be his
enchanting wife so that he
can hog the limelight.
Isobel's enchanted life
exactly mirrors the plot of
the old TV series, and with
fairytale logic she is cast as
the new Samantha. She
keeps her magic under her
hat while Wyatt's rampaging
ego tries to hold her back.
This witch is a ditz, and
Kidman badly oversteps the
line between cute kook and
total simpleton. After finding
out what Wyatt actually
thinks of her, she eventually
uses non-magical
assertiveness to get her
own way, but by then you
may have stopped caring, or
watching. Even if you're
prepared for a film lighter
than air, this is pure puff,
floating away on its
imaginary broomstick.
There's nothing in it
substantial or interesting
enough to hold the
attention, even if you
enjoyed the original show's
sweetness. A charmless
post-modern misfire, this is
undemanding and
unmagical. –JN
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BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY
29th AUGUST 2005 2.00pm
AT THE CRICKET GROUND,

CHAPEL LANE

To be opened by
Roger Johnson, presenter of

BBC South Today,
Lots of fun, entertainment &
sideshows for all the family

including:

Punch and Judy
Childrens races,

Dog show and many wonderful raffle
prizes including a 30 min Helicopter

ride for three people.
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SEATS BOOKABLE ACCESS/VISA/SWITCH LICENSED BAR

Last Week!
Sandra Bullock Matt Dillon
CRASH (15)
3.30 6.10 8.40

Last Week!
CHARLIE AND THE
CHOCOLATE FACTORY (PG)
3.00 5.40 8.20
Opens 16 Sep in both screens!
Keira Knightley in
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (U)
Now booking!
3.00 4.30 5.45 7.30 8.25


