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EASTLEIGH Operatic and
Musical Society Junior Sec-
tion kept up their winning
streak with their adaptation
of Sandy Wilson’s The
Boyfriend, at The Plaza The-
atre, Romsey, last week. A
high-spirited romp set in
1920s Nice, it boasted a strong
set of performances and fun
songs.

Although plot is perfuncto-
ry, it concerns five high-spirit-
ed young ladies living at a
finishing school in Nice. They
look forward to a big costume
party that evening, but rich
heiress Polly Browne (Emma
Bailey) is without a date for
the event. Then she meets a
poor young man named Tony
(Richard Spencer). To make
sure he isn’t after her father’s
fortune, she pretends that she
isn’t an heiress. Unfortunately
Tony is also secretly stinking
rich, and on the run from his
parents. Polly is horrified
when he is chased by the
police, and no longer trusts
him. Fortunately a song or two
can always solve such misun-
derstandings!

Okay, that’s enough about
the story. Marie Cairns, Char-
lotte Hopkins, Lousie Lunn-
Rockliffee and Lauren Connis
played the gaggle of extreme-
ly girly girls with just the
right amount of high-pitched
breathlessness. Catherine Tre-
neer held the stage as sultry
French maid, Hortense, and
Eve Lethbridge continued to
impress – this time as the

sophisticated Madame Dubon-
net. Hopefully deliberate
’Allo, ’Allo French accents
were rife, and the boys also
played it for laughs as French
muscle-men and the girls’
would-be suitors. Steven Lilly
continued to perfectly bal-
ance humour and sincerity as
American buck Bobby Van
Husen. The stuffy character of
Percival Brown was made
extremely entertaining by
Chris Morgan’s comic timing.

The show was still essential-
ly stolen by 11 year-old Turner
Crosby as the elderly Lord
Brockhurst, who has an eye
for the young French ladies.
Megan Knott was on terrific
form as the formidable Lady
Brockhurst.

Imaginative 2-D sets per-
fectly suited the hyper-real
world of the show. Sue Tatnall
outdid herself with the cos-
tumes this year, with every-
thing in glorious primary
colours. The matching male
and female polka-dot bathing
suits were particularly eye-
catching!

Bursting with exuberant
glee, it rattled along at a furi-
ous pace. A fun, frothy
evening of true love and
French romance, c’est trés
bon!

Joanna Neilson

● Eomsjs will return with
Anything Goes at Thornden
Hall, Chandler’s Ford, on Feb-
ruary 22-25, 2007. Booking
office 023 8025 2710.

Juniors excel in
The Boyfriend

JIM Vaughan was a pupil at
Toynbee School when it was
housed in Toynbee Road, in
the centre of Eastleigh.

After training as a teacher,
he returned to his old school
and stayed for 34 years. He
saw two moves – the first to
premises in Leigh Road, now
the HQ of Hampshire Fire and
Rescue Service, and then to
its present home in Bodycoats
Road, Chandler’s Ford.

Last week, he walked
through its gates for the last
time after retiring at the age
of 57, ending a family connec-
tion going back more than 50
years.

Married with two grown-up
children who both went to
Toynbee, Eastleigh-born Mr
Vaughan was appointed head
of the design technology
department in 1980 and saw
many dramatic changes in his
subject as he became one of
the longest-serving depart-
ment heads in Hampshire.

In 2001, he was awarded an
MBE in the Queen’s Birthday
Honours for service to educa-

tion and the community.
Outside school, he was

involved in Scouting and led
fund-raising for the 14th East-
leigh Scouts’ HQ at Allbrook.

He organised the Southern
Counties Youth Band Champi-
onships for 11 years and went
on to help form the Senators
champion marching band.

He was founder chairman,
and is currently honorary
director, of the British Federa-
tion of Youth Marching Band
Organisations, representing
14 of the major national youth
band organisations. In this
role, he organised two World
Youth Show Band Champi-
onships – London 1998 and
Bournemouth 2004.

In school, he was a key fig-
ure in fund-raising activities
and played a significant role
in raising the money for the
school’s specialist sports sta-
tus application four years ago.

A colleague said: “A distinc-
tive feature of Jim’s work is
that he keeps pupils at the
heart of everything he does
and he works quietly and
unobtrusively behind the
scenes to make things happen
without looking for others’
approbation or praise.”

MR Vaughan was one of six
teachers retiring from Toyn-
bee this month, with a com-
bined service of more than
150 years.

Dr Nick Goddard, assistant
head of science, also joined in
1972. Health and safety repre-
sentative for teachers on the
county panel, he has been
responsible for post-16 educa-
tion at Toynbee.

He did research for his doc-
torate in Nashville, where he
got involved in the music
scene, post-Woodstock, but
more recently he contented
himself with guitar accompa-
niment at Toynbee staff and
school carol services.

Before taking up his job at
Toynbee, he had published 12
research papers from
Southampton University.

As an avid yachtsman, he is
looking forward to sailing and
travelling as well as finishing
off all the projects he has
been putting off for years.

Science teacher, Di Peter-
son, started her career in Lon-
don in 1967, where she taught

for five years before leaving
for Hampshire. After a career
break of several years to bring
up her family, she taught in
several schools before joining
Toynbee in 1989, spending, in
her own words, “17 happy
years”.

She will spend more time in
Wales and is planning trips
abroad. She is also looking
forward to spending more
time on her hobbies – paint-
ing and needlework.

Anne Winlow worked as a
laboratory technician in
industry for 10 years at ICF,
Rank Hovis McDougall and
British Titan. After bringing
up her family she began her
27-year career at Toynbee as
senior science technician. She
hopes to spend more time
with her family, learn Italian
and do some voluntary work.

Barbara Exton, senior IT
technician, joined Toynbee in
the mid-Eighties, and Chris
Thomas, joint head of modern
foreign languages, is leaving
after four years.

Retiring from Toynbee School, from the left, Anne Winlow, Jim
Vaughan, Chris Thomas, Nick Goddard, Barbara Exton and Di
Peterson

Toynbee
marks
150 years
of service

Chandler’s Ford/Teachers retire
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From Nashville to
school carol services

SPOT the Zebra! No,
that’s not an order – it’s
the name of a character
that you will see at Mar-
well this summer.

It’s all part of Theatre
in the Zoo. Performers
are in the park every day,
greeting and entertain-
ing visitors with their
comedy, “Horace goes
Hunting” and a game
show called “Animal
Crackers” – about the
threats to wildlife and
what we can do about it.

Shows are every day at
noon, 12.45pm, 1.30pm,
2.15pm and 3pm. and are
free. So look out for Spot

the Zebra in his striped
suit, cute Millie Meer-
kat, Super-chimp and
Talullah Tiger. They’re
on the lookout for
Horace the Hunter – and
he wants to get them!  

Bees-a-buzzin’ is one
of Marwell’s most popu-
lar summer events, run-
ning from August 17 to
20. Bees are among the
most amazing creatures
on our planet and Merid-
ian Beekeepers are back
with their demonstration
hives and displays.

What babies can you
expect to see at Marwell
this summer? Don’t miss

the baby takin. Mum’s
name is Mooshu and Dad
is Mulan and the baby
has been called Chien Po
– all characters from the
film, Mulan. Chien Po
means “gentle giant” and
he’s a UK first! 

A takin is a curious
animal. Its nearest rela-
tive is the arctic musk ox
but the takin is actually
a goat-antelope that lives
in the heavily forested
areas of the eastern
Himalayas.

There are four sub-
species and Marwell has
the mishmi takin. At
birth the calf was about

the size of a goat kid,
weighing five to seven
kilograms but, when
fully-grown, he will reach
120 cm at the shoulder
and weigh up to 300 kilo-
grams.

Adult takins have been
known to stand upright
against small trees to
push them over to reach
the leaves.

They are herbivores
and great climbers.

Back at Marwell Zoo
after a long absence are
Asian short-clawed
otters – so it’s much
’otter than it was last
summer!

Asian short-clawed
otter at Marwell

Summer just got ’otter at Marwell

Sculpture at mill
WINCHESTER’S National Trust-owned
City Mill has only recently been restored
to full working order.

Visitors can watch the miller and his
volunteer assistants produce stoneground
wholemeal flour and then buy it to take
home and make their own delicious bread! 

Activities to mark the Year of Sculpture
in Winchester include a day workshop at
the City Mill on September 2, with practis-
ing Isle of Wight sculptor, Colin Riches.

For full details of activities call the mill
on 01962 870057 between 11am and
4.30pm any day.

City Mill, Winchester. T5051D. Picture:
Terry Bond

“Come FFly WWith UUs”
at

The Hawk Conservancy Trust, Andover
National AAward WWinning FFamily TTourist AAttraction
Set iin 222 aacres, oover 1150 BBirds oof pprey oon ddisplay wwith llots tto ddo 
for aall tthe ffamily
3 eexciting fflying ddisplays ddaily iincluding tthe sspectacular 22pm 
Valley oof tthe EEagles

Call for details on 01264 773850

HELP US CELEBRATE OUR 
40TH ANNIVERSARY 

and join in with the special hands on 
activities for children at the Trust during the
summer holidays including: radio tracking
release birds and learn about our young 
tawny owl release programme, owl pellet
dissection and Bird of Prey identification
sessions.

 

For a brochure or further details please contact:
Winchester College Enterprises 

Tel: 01962 621209 
Email: enterprises@wincoll.ac.uk

Web: www.winchestercollege.co.uk 

Registered under the Children 
Act and approved by Ofsted 

ALSO
Winchester College 

Rugby Course & Soccer Course 
21st - 25th August 2006 
For ages 8 – 14 years 

ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:
Quad Bikes – Bouncy Castle – Magician  

Bell Boating – Swimming – Arts & Crafts 
Zoolab – Team Games and Competitions 

Action-packed activity camps 
for 4 – 13 year olds 

 

The camps will run for five 
weeks from  

24th July – 25th August 

WINCHESTER COLLEGE
 

MULTI-ACTIVITY CAMPS
Summer Holidays 2006 

Winchester City Mill
Bridge Street (nr King Alfred's statue) – Tel: 01962 870057

During the sizzling summer, it's a cool place to be...
Visit Winchester City Mill, a working waterwheel on the rushing river Itchen in

the heart of the city. Regular weekend milling demonstrations and daily fun
activities for families. Stoneground flour for sale. Open Daily. Call for details.

OPEN DAY – HAMPSHIRE WATER FESTIVAL
SATURDAY 12th AUGUST – FREE TO ALL

Saturday 2nd September – SPECIAL EVENT
SCULPTURE WORKSHOP

Be inspired by the power of the water and strength of the wood and stone under
the tutelage of IOW sculptor, Colin Riches. A wonderful opportunity to create

your own work in a variety of materials. Starting at 10.30am, to include all
tuition, materials and a light lunch - £30.00. Contact the mill for details and to

book your ticket.
Open daily 11.00-5.00 (last entry to the mill 4.30)

£3.20 adults, £1.60 children, £8.00 family, NT and HWT members free

Winchester, Hampshire (M3 exit 10) • Open every day 10am - 4pm

over 100
hands-on and 

interactive
exhibits

fun and whacky science at

for full details of our events visit

www.intech-uk.com
tel: 01962 863791

regular lectures 
and demonstrations

www.beaulieu.co.uk
01590 612123

Open every day from 10am 
Junc 2, M27

MINI CAR CIRCUIT

RIDES & DRIVES

OVER 20 PLAYSTATIONS
ON FREEPLAY

WINNING WEEKENDS
THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER

WIN
MARWELL ZOOLOGICAL PARK are offering 3 lucky
Hampshire Chronicle Group readers the chance to win a
family day pass (2 adults and 2 Children). 
For your chance to win just answer the question below.

QUESTION:
WHAT IS ONE OF MARWELL’S MOST
POPULAR EVENTS THIS YEAR?

WIN
A FAMILY DAY
PASS TO

How to enter:
By post: Send entries to: Promotions Department,
Hampshire Chronicle, Upper Brook Street, Winchester,
SO23 8AL or Romsey Advertiser, 21a Market Place,
Romsey, SO51 8NA.  Please include your name, address
and telephone number.  If you wish to receive further
information or offers from the Hampshire Chronicle Group
please tick your entry.  Editor’s rules of competition apply.  

Closing date for entries is Friday, August 11th 2006.

12th to 20th
August

ADULT £13, CHILD (Aged 2-16) £8, FAMILY (2A + 2C) £40

● Enjoy displays involving
‘Thomas & Friends’ at Ropley Station

● FREE PARKING at Ropley
● FREE Children's entertainments
● FREE Brake Van Rides in 'Toad'

Find us via A31 Winchester to Guildford road

All Locomotives/entertainments subject to availability.

For more information and to pre-book tickets
Tel: 01962 733810 www.watercressline.co.uk

TICKET ALLOWS FREEDOM
TO TRAVEL ALL DAY!

Day out with Thomas™
Thomas the Tank Engine &Friends™ 
Based on the Railway Books by Reverend W Audry
©2006 Gullane (Thomas) A Hit Entertainment Company


