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This is a Disney movie. This is a happy
movie. The two things are helplessly linked.
Although the filmmakers know precisely what
they're making, this is the cutest VW Beetle in
the world, Herbie, in a Lindsey Lohan vehicle
(pun intended), and both are extremely good at
what they do.

Belt up, please, and prepare for a thoroughly
enjoyable family ride.

It opens on a cheery montage of Herbie's
glory days.

The 'bug’ has been in the headlines for
several decades.

They chart his meteoric rise (through other
movies in the series), and his sad fall from
grace.

He's about to be scrapped – although not
without an amusing fight – when Maggie
Peyton (Lohan) finally chooses to buy him.
Luckily for Herbie, she's a frustrated ex-racing
driver whose well-meaning dad (Michael
Keaton) doesn't want her near the racetrack
after her accident.

Herbie being the pushy little devil he is, it
isn't long before she's using her old skills to
save her dad's motor-racing team.

Here she comes up against dastardly Nascar
racer Trip Murphy (Matt Dillon), a worthy foe
for the plucky 'bug and his flame-haired driver.

The race scenes are terrific, noisy fun as the
cars roar and crash into each other on the huge
track, and Herbie often struggles to stay in one
piece.

There's something very satisfying about
watching a little white Beetle, driven by a girl,

Vehicle for
enjoyment
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■ Herbie Fully Loaded

Stander (15)
Stander is based on the true story

of André Stander, a South African
homicide/robbery police captain,
who became one of the most
notorious bank robbers in the
country.

Featuring a pumping David
Holmes original soundtrack (Oceans
11 & 12), the DVD of Stander will
include audio commentary from
Bronwen Hughes, Anatomy of a
Scene, the Deleted Beach Scene
along with the theatrical trailer.

Set in the late 70s and early 80s
South African police captain Andre
Stander (Thomas Jane) suffers a
crisis of conscience after
participating in the brutal killing of
rioting blacks while in the line of
duty.

He decided to defy the very
system he was a part of and set off

on an audacious crime spree –
robbing banks during his lunch hour
and then returning to the scene of
the crime to lead the investigation.

Finally caught by the same police
force he worked with, Stander was
jailed and subsequently befriended
by Allan Heyl (David Patrick O’Hara)
and Lee McCall (Dexter Fletcher).
Following a daring jailbreak, the
‘Stander’ Gang committed a large
number of bank heists, which grew
increasingly bold as time went on.
With their increasingly outrageous
disguises the gang were robbing
four or five banks in a single day. In
the eyes of the public, their blatant
disregard for authority made them
South Africa’s most popular anti-
heroes. To the police, however,
Stander and his gang were the most
wanted men in the country.

Tom Jane delivers a star-making
performance in the startling true tale

of Andre Stander, a South African
cop turned bank robber, whose
daring heists earned him folk hero
status in the early Eighties. Suffering
a near-overwhelming crisis of
conscience after killing an innocent
black protestor at a township riot,
Stander set out to undermine the
very system he was a part of,
turning to crime as a means of
showing up his inept and
institutionally racist former
colleagues.

To the public he and his gang
were beloved anti-heroes, but to the
police he was an endless
embarrassment and ultimately their
most wanted man. An exhilarating
crime flick with a strong social
conscience, Stander is a deeply felt
and thoughtful yet endlessly exciting
crime thriller with a strong sense of
humour, some wonderful
performances and a powerful visual

■ In making The
Machinist, the story of  a
lathe-operator who is
dying of insomnia, the
producers of the film
claim that Christian Bale
dropped from about
180lbs down to about
120lbs in weight for his
role as Trevor Reznik. His
diet consisted of one can
of tuna and an apple per
day. His 63-pound weight
loss is said to be a
record for any actor for a
movie role. He since
gained the weight back
for his role in Batman
Begins (2005).

■ Trevor's landlady is
named Mrs. Shrike, a ref-
erence to Nathanael
West's novella Miss
Lonelyhearts in which the
main character suffers a
spiritual dilemma and is
antagonised demonically
by Shrike, his editor.

■ While Trevor is riding
Route 666, one shot
reveals a sign overhead
that reads "Crime and
Punishment," the
Dostoevsky novel about
a guilty man who
attempts to justify his
innocence. This provides
the bookend, if you will,
to Trevor's home reading,
The Idiot, which is
Dostoevsky's examina-
tion of an innocent man
whom others lure into
their webs of corruption.

■ In the scene where
Trevor is driving Marie
and Nicholas back home,
if you look closely
through the driver's side
window when Trevor
stops, you can see two
people sitting in the back-
ground. According to
Brad Anderson, they
were junkies who were
actually shooting up
heroin during the filming
of the scene.
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outflank an entire track of the biggest muscle-cars
you'll ever seen.

While the underdog story isn't exactly new, the charm
of the car and a quality cast keep it fresh, which is
what really counts in films like this.

There are little in-jokes, too, for the older fans.
The happy ending is no secret, but that doesn't

matter.
The ride there is always the best part.–JN
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SEATS BOOKABLE ACCESS/VISA/SWITCH LICENSED BAR

CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY (PG)
3.00 5.40 8.20

MADAGASCAR (U)
3.30

FANTASTIC FOUR (PG)
6.05  8.45 (not Tue)
HAMPSHIRE WATER FESTIVAL SCREENING

Jack Nicolson, Faye Dunaway

CHINATOWN (15) Tue 8.30
19 Aug
Sandra Bullock, Matt Dillon

CRASH (15) 
6 September - Tickets on sale!
GALA CELEBRITY RECEPTION/PREMIERE

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (U)
Starring Keira Knightly Brenda Blethyn


