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CINEMA

If mindless violence and
limitless action floats your
boat then there are few films
with more of both than Four
Brothers.

The band of heroes, aka
the Mercer brothers –
consisting of Mark
Wahlberg, the loose cannon,
Tyrese Gibson, who plays the
ladies man, Andre Benjamin,
the businessman and Garrett
Hedlund, a rocker who is the
baby of the bunch – were all
adopted by a kind woman in
the Detroit suburbs.

After she was murdered in
a convenience store, the four
stars end their years apart
by getting back together in
their quest to track her
killers.

With the four united in
grief, the story moves
quickly and violently and it
is revealed that their “mom”,
Evelyn Mercer, was killed
because she knew too much
about corrupt local
politicians and crime
figures.

But no one is saying
anything.

The fast-paced
rollercoaster features the
brothers grim on a mission
to find out why she was
killed and their bloody

Simmering
siblings
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search, which leaves a trail of
destruction across the city, takes
them to the head of organised
crime in Detroit.

With numerous twists, three of
the brothers are devastated to
learn that perhaps one of them
was behind the killing.

Their suspect  collected a huge

sum of money from her life
insurance, which he was paying
for.

The traffic is not all one way,
though, and the makeshift gang
comes up against stiff resistance
in their bitter fight for the truth.

Chewing gum for the eyes – sit
back and enjoy the mayhem. -TD

■ Four Brothers  (15)

Sin City (18)                    
Robert Rodriguez has two

sides. On the one hand, there’s
Spy Kids. On the other, there’s
this.

A frame-for-frame adaptation of
Frank Millar’s comic books, Sin
City distills the blackest film noir
themes in stark black and white.
Some moral grey areas bring each
character in this dark, dirty world
to life. Only occasionally do bright
flares of colour light up the screen,
giving each loosely-connected
story a mythic feel.

The first of the three stories
concerns Marv (Mickey Rourke,

under there somewhere), a power-
ful thug who can’t stay out of trou-
ble. When the woman he loves is
killed after spending the night, he
fights his way to the awful truth.
Then there’s Dwight (Clive Owen),
whose attempts to protect Shellie
(Brittany Murphy) from the brutal
Jackie Boy (Benicio Del Toro)
means people soon lose their
heads. Book-ending these two is
the tale of Detective Hartigan
(Bruce Willis) and his efforts to
save Nancy (Jessica Alba) from a
politically untouchable child moles-
ter.

The church, police, and city hall
politics are split wide open and

unpleasant truths come wriggling
from within Sin City’s rotten heart.
There’s a strange code of honour
at work here. Men are either
crooks or murderers with a roman-
ticised code of honour. Their
‘dames’ are hookers or angels –
but never really victims. This saves
Sin City from ugly misogyny.
Instead it becomes a skewed fan-
tasy where men and women are
made equal by guns and violence.
It shouldn’t be so watchable. It’s a
visceral treat.

DVD Extras: One, very short
‘making of’ with the director and
Tarantino.

- JN

Latest Video and DVD releases

Plus: Faith,
Gardens, Music,
Celebrity, Arts

and more

Looking Back Webwatch
Down Your Way

www.thisishampshire.net/section3

Section 3
is now
available
online

■ Howl's Moving Castle (U)

This film’s Japanese director
has already made an
impression with the delightful
beauty of Spirited Away.
At a time when nearly all the
big animated movies are CGI
lunchbox sellers, Hayao
Miyazaki combines cel
paintings with pure story,
making this perfect for adults
and children alike.
Based on the popular book by
Diana Wynne Jones, it has a
strong moral centre without
being remotely preachy, and it
looks gorgeous.
The Castle of the title is a
lolloping beast that stalks the
countryside.
It appears very fearsome but,
as with all Miyazaki films,
nothing is quite as it seems.
Eighteen-year-old Sophie
(Emily Mortimer) seems
destined to spend her days
working in her hat shop, until
she meets the handsome
wizard Howl (voiced by
Christian Bale) who’s been
known to eat young girls’
hearts.
Her brief flight with him gets
her into trouble with the Witch
of the Wastes (Lauren Bacall),
who curses her into an old
woman (Jean Simmons).
Old Sophie searches for the
witch to lift her curse, going
into the cold wastelands.
With a little help from a
friendly scarecrow, she finds
herself working as Howl’s
cleaning lady.
She befriends his tame
demon Calcifor (Billy Crystal)
and they work together to
break each others’ curse.
The thing is, she’s fallen in
love with Howl – but she can’t
tell him what happened to her.
Also, there’s a war going on.
Witches and demons fight
among steam-fuelled flying
machines, blitzing once
picturesque cities.
The violence makes the
moments of studied peace
even more valuable.
Howl has his own reasons for
staying out of the war. Sophie
will have to save him from
becoming a demon himself.
Howl’s scarier moments are
balanced by hope and
bravery.
A magical experience,
occasionally convoluted but
never boring, this is honest,
beautiful, and uplifting. –JN
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   Spectacular Concert! 
The New Hall  

  Winchester College 
   Sat. 15th Oct 2005, 7:30 pm 

Tickets £9 (concs.£7): 01962 840440 
  Theatre Royal Winchester and at door 

www.screencinemas.co.uk
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SEATS BOOKABLE ACCESS/VISA/SWITCH LICENSED BAR

WALLACE & GROMIT:
THE CURSE OF THE
WERE-RABBIT (U)
2.15 (Sat-Sun only) 4.30  6.45  8.55

LAST WEEK!
Ben Kingsley in Polanski's

OLIVER TWIST (PG)
3.00  5.40  8.20 (not Tue)

October 21
From the Director of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
Tim Burton's
CORPSE BRIDE
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