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Three wives check out the stockmarket, watched by their concerned husbands, in Ladies
Who Lunch performed by the Chameleon Theatre Company at Chandler's Ford T6384B

MILLIONAIRE
businessmen, beware
taking your well-meaning,
charity supremo wives for
granted. That’s the
message of Ladies Who
Lunch for three
stockbrokers from Sydney,
New York and London.

Godfrey Partridge
steers the Chameleon
Theatre through Tudor
Gates’ script at the
Ritchie Memorial Hall, in
Chandler’s Ford. The fund-
raising wives are
inventively introduced in
a video report. Linked by
their common interest in
Save Our Starving, the
charity is sorely in need of
help. However, their rich
husbands want little to do
with it, and the ladies
can’t raise the cash.

They hit on the idea of
playing the stock market,
using tips drawn from the
unwitting spouses. When
their plot inevitably
comes under
investigation, it could

spell ruin for them and
their families.

As the ladies lunch all
over the world, we get to
know them. Liz Strevens
gave the ballsy Australian
wife, Joane Stocks,
emotional depth, while
Simon Grey ensured her
thuggish, corrupt husband
was authentically nasty. It
was easy to cheer for
Joane as she escaped her
marriage. Shelia
Hardiman played London
wife Lady Amelia Sasson,
with steeliness and self-
deprecation. Naomi Scott
pinned down the
character of Rachel
Milchan, the apparently
naïve and definitely
neurotic American wife.

The cast did well with
Tudor Gates’ unsatisfying
script. The Chameleons

have worked very
successfully with humour
before, and continue to
show a deft touch with
their funnier lines. Any
unevenness in pace
seemed to be due to the
frequent scene changes
which whirled us to each
household around the
globe. Altering only the
background picture of
each city and lighting
might have given this jet-
setting show a slicker
tempo. It was good fun for
a hot summer evening.
The animated
performances, clever
design and a delicious
supper made sure that
Ladies Who Lunch had a
truly international
flavour.

The company returns in
October 2006 with A Pack
of Lies by Hugh Whitmore.
Booking information is on
0845 6440496 or visit
www.chameleontheatre.co.
uk
Joanna Neilson

REVIEW:
Ladies who Lunch
The Chameleon
Theatre Company

THEY were smugglers,
sandwalkers and captains
of great yachts. One was
even working on the
Titanic as a fireman
during its ill-fated voyage
and lived to tell the tale!

The story of the Diaper
family of Itchen Ferry is
told in an exhibition at
Southampton Maritime
Museum.

The exhibition reveals
the stories of Diaper
characters who
contributed to the birth of
international ocean racing
and Southampton’s local
history.

Audio-visuals,
newsreels, oral history
and folk songs are linked

to an education
programme and other
events, including
dramatised readings from
Tom Diaper’s log and a
“meet the ancestors”
walk. The exhibition
includes objects owned by
the Diapers, one of
Southampton’s longest-
established families,
whose history stretches
back almost 500 years.

Dr Cheryl Butler, chair
of the Diaper Heritage
Association, said:
“Hundreds of members of
the Diaper family have
joined the association
with the aim of putting on
an exhibition about the
family.”

Family members have
pooled their skills as
historians, marketeers,
web designers and
researchers to work with
the museum service to put
together a year-long
programme of events, an
oral history project and
an associated website, as
well as the exhibition.

Southampton Maritime
Museum is housed in the
medieval Wool House, in
Town Quay Road.

Fisherman, Ferryman,
Sailor, Spy - The Diapers Of
Itchen Ferry, runs until
March 4, 2007. Opening
hours: 10am-4pm, Tuesday-
Saturday and 1-4pm on
Sundays. Closed Mondays.

A ferry interesting family

Having a
laugh
COMEDIAN Rudi
Lickwood (pictured above)
is appearing in
Southampton, at
Jongleurs, in
Southampton, on Friday
and Saturday, August 11
and 12.

Lickwood is one of the
busiest and most sought
after acts on the comedy
circuit.

In addition to his
comedy club appearances
all over the world, from
Singapore to Dubai, he has
been selected to entertain
the troops in remote
locations, such as
Afghanistan, Bosnia and
the Falklands.

One for the
breath
THE Isle of Wight is
celebrating its tag as one
of the most commercially
prolific garlic producers in
Europe with the annual
Garlic Festival.

Held in rural
Newchurch, the 22nd
festival will provide a wide
range of family
entertainment, including
the Vander Brothers
Millennium Wheel
Spectacular and Amazon
World’s Falconry
extravaganza.

A host of music acts,
including cockney duo
Chaz ’n’ Dave and ’60s soul
band, Clem Curtis and the
Foundations will also take
to the stage.

There will also be the
opportunity to sample
some of the garlic
delicacies including garlic
neat, garlic smoked, garlic
prawns, garlic sausages,
garlic mussels and garlic
ice cream.

The festival is open from
10am-8pm on Saturday,
August 19, and from 10am-
6pm on Sunday, August 20.

Tickets are £7.50 for
adults and £4 for children
aged five to 15 (under 5s
free). Visit
www.garlicfestival.co.uk
for details.

Taking on the
stock market


