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There’s danger and darkness ahead
as Harry Potter (Daniel Radcliffe)
begins his fourth year at the
Hogwarts school for witches and
wizards.

Troubled by terrifying dreams and
thrown into a tournament that could
mean certain death, with the
additional trauma of getting a date
for the Yule Ball, Harry has much
more than his SATs to worry about.

As always, friends Ron Weasley
(Rupert Grint) and Hermione (Emma
Watson) are around to watch his
back, despite some major growing
pains that threaten to break up their
friendship.

An increasingly capable young cast
do a great job expanding an ever-
more threatening magical world. The
film   merits that 12A certificate:
doom is in the air, as Hogwarts
School is constantly shrouded in
mist and battered by fierce rain.

Young Harry’s battles against Dragons and
creepy mermaids leave him with cuts and
bruises that don’t ever seem to heal. Facing
these dangerous tasks, he struggles to work out
who he can trust and how to defend himself,
especially from the evil Lord Voldemort’s
followers – the sinister Death Eaters.

The rise of Voldemort forms the backbone of
the story, but in structure the film falls apart.
Taken from a 600-page book much was bound to
be lost, but a little more daring with the script
would have given muggles (non-magical

newcomers) an easier time following the “why”
and “where”of events.

The opening is choppy, and events rush by until
the Yule Ball marks a turning point, finally
giving all the characters some much-needed
purpose and clarity.

Rushed as it feels, it’s an impressive effort. The
special effects are wonderfully realised, and the
relationships that get screen-time are nicely
handled. Every child in the audience was
enraptured for a full 157 minutes, and despite the
bumps it’s an exciting, absorbing effort. Magic.

An exciting ride
despite the bumps

Peepshow 2
(Channel 4 DVD, 2004)

This Channel 4 sitcom won plenty of
acclaim in its first series, and it’s not
hard to see why. It follows the non-
lives of two mismatched friends,
closet human beings Mark (David
Mitchell) and Jeremy (Robert Webb),
and their painfully awkward
interactions with the rest of the world.
Shot from a unique first-person
perspective, we also get to listen in
on their thoughts, and this provides a
fun, though sometimes unsettling,
insight into their characters.

Uptight and extremely insecure,
Mark is still trundling his way up the
corporate ladder while also trying to
capture the affections of office-girl,
Sophie. His workshy flatmate, Jeremy,
is still a master of self-delusion, and
now faces a nightmare lovelife with
the American beauty, Nancy (Rachel
Blanchard).

Neither man is happy with life and
they’re constantly confused by what it
means to be a modern twenty-
something “bloke”. Their massive TV
and unhelpful friends give them some
very confused aspirations.

Acting on these aspirations tends to

leave them in a worst place than
where they started, but there are still
occasional glimmers of hope. Sprayed
with references from Star Wars to
World War II, it has pop culture kudos
that fits naturally to their skewed world
view.

Frequently unpredictable, there is
black humour with plenty of bite.
Characters are strange, but are never
unlikeable because we can hear their
motives. Regular descent into farce
through their stupidity reminds one of
Fawlty Towers with the Office tossed
on top. Highly recommended, but not
one for your Grandma.
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Harry Potter and the Goblet
of Fire (12A)

■ Alfonso Cuarón was
offered the chance to
direct this instalment in
the series, but declined
as he would still be
working on Harry Potter
and the Prisoner of
Azkaban (2004).

■ Mike Newell decided
against the studio’s
original idea of adapting
the 734 page book into
two separate films to be
released several months
apart, figuring that he
could cut enough of the
book’s bulky subplots to
make a workable film. It
was Alfonso Cuarón, the
director of Harry Potter
and the Prisoner of
Azkaban (2004) who
convinced him.

■ Over 3,000 girls
turned up at the
auditions for the role of
Cho Chang, in London
on 7 February 2004.

■ The Dursleys were
cut from the film due to
time constraints, as was
Molly Weasley.

■ Mike Newell is the
first British director the
film series has had.

■ At least one full-scale
dragon was constructed
on set, which could even
blow real fire.

■ A digital “spot
removing” technique
(which had previously
been used for such TV
shows as Desperate
Housewives (2004)) was
applied in post-
production to clear up
some of the more
severe teen skin
problems, since make-
up tested poorly for
close-up shots in
particular.

■ According to rumors
that circulated the
Internet, both Rowan
Atkinson and John
Malkovich were
considered for the role
of Lord Voldemort. Both
rumors were proven to
be untrue.

■ Rumors on the
Internet of a Scottish
actor being cast as

Daniel Radcliffe as Harry Potter and Emma Watson as Hermione Granger, in the
Warner Brothers production Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire
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Admission 50p
Children free

www.screencinemas.co.uk

From Friday 2nd December 2005
1

SEATS BOOKABLE ACCESS/VISA/SWITCH LICENSED BAR

Last Week! 
HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (12A)
Fri & Mon-Thu 4.30 7.50 Sat-Sun 1.00 4.25 7.50
Last Week! 
Judi Dench Will Young
MRS HENDERSON PRESENTS (12A) 
3.20 6.20 8.40  BABY SCREEN Wed 11.00 am
World Cinema Season:
WHISKY (15) Tue 6.30
From Dec 9 – Now Booking! 
THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA (PG)
Fri/ Mon-Thu 4.00 8.05 Sat-Sun 1.45 4.55 8.05
From Dec 16 – Now Booking!
KING KONG (tbc)
Fri 3.00 7.00 Sat-Thu 11.15am 3.10 7.10
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