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X-Men 3: The Last Stand
(12A)
Halle Berry and Hugh Jackman
star in another action packed
adventure of the mutant heroes.

The Wild (U)
A lion is accidentally shipped from
New York to Africa and finds life
there somewhat different, with the
voices of Kiefer Sutherland, James
Belushi and Eddie Izzard.

Confetti (15)
Fluffy British Mockumentary
about three couples competing in
a magazine’s wedding competition
featuring some of the Beeb’s best
young talent.

16 Blocks (12A)
Bruce Willis plays a seasoned cop
escorting a witness a few miles
across New York, the only trouble
is no-one wants them to make the
journey.

The Da Vinci Code (12A)
Tom Hanks stars as the expert in
this thrilling film of the Dan
Brown blockbuster.

Silent Hill (15)
Sean Bean stars in this moving
tale of a mother searching for her
sick daughter in the haunted
deserted town of Silent Hill.

Poseidon (12A)
A new version of the classic ’70s
disaster movie directed by the
director who brought us Das Boot.

Inside Man (15)
Spike Lee directs this crime
thriller starring Denzel
Washington as a tough cop who
meets his match with a bank
robber played by Clive Owen.

Mission Impossible III
(12A)
Another outing from Tom Cruise
as Ethan Hawke, who has a
seriously dangerous assignment.

Waiting (15)
Fun and games ensue when a
group of restaurant workers get
bored in this comedy caper.

●●  All are showing at cinemas in
the Winchester/Southampton area

New depths for
Poseidon saga

EVEN now and even though
it happened long before I was
even thought of, I get goose-
bumps watching the late Sir
Bobby Moore lifting football’s
Holy Grail above his head.

After all, it is the only time
the country that invented the
game has won the “damn”
thing.

We haven’t even been back
in the final.

The day was July 30, and
93,000 spectators jammed
into Wembley Stadium to
witness a game against West
Germany that none of them
will forget.

And a recent DVD released
to celebrate this momentous
day in English sporting

history captures every tense
second of the game.

Around 400m watched the
keenly fought match the
world over, and since then it
has been seen countless
times.

It had been one of the
biggest World Cup fields in
history with 70 teams vying
for the top prize, and
England’s stingy defence
didn’t even concede a goal
until the semi-final match
against Portugal.

And the juices still get
flowing when West Germany
take the lead only for Geoff
Hurst to level matters.

By the time he whacks
home the third goal of his
history making hat-trick you
could be excused for jumping

up and down on your sofas
even today.

To see Bobby Moore given
the Jules Rimet trophy by
Queen Elizabeth isn’t just a
nostalgic moment for history
buffs, it’s been a reason to
support England this year,
and some may say, in any
major tournaments since.

The fact we’ve won it
before, surely we can do it
again?

And even if we can’t, there’s
always Kenneth Wolstenhome’s
delicious line to wait longingly
for throughout the entire DVD,
“There are people on the pitch
— they think it’s all over — it
is now”.

When really it is only just
beginning all over again.
Tris Dixon. 10/10
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A pair of free
tickets to
The Screen,
Winchester!

EVERY week, a lucky 7 days reader can
win two tickets to see a film at The
Screen in Winchester in our great prize
draw.To be in with a chance, just fill in
the coupon and send it to: Screen
Tickets, Hampshire Chronicle, Staple
House, Staple Gardens, Winchester
SO23 8SR.
● Last week’s lucky winner was Jayne
Dixon, Hoe Street, Hambledon.
Rules & conditions: The voucher for two free tickets
is redeemable between Monday and Thursday
inclusively. Seats cannot be pre-booked and are
subject to any restrictions imposed by the film
distributor. Usual Newsquest competition rules apply.
There are no alternative prizes. No correspondence
will be entered into.The editor’s decision is final. Each
week the winner will be contacted by telephone.

Showing at 
The Screen
The Da Vinci Code (12A)
A murder inside the Louvre
and clues in Da Vinci
paintings lead to the
discovery of a religious
mystery protected by a
secret society for two
thousand years — which
could shake the foundations
of Christianity.

With Tom Hanks, Audrey
Tautou, Ian McKellen  and
Alfred Molina.

Still thrills after 40 years

IT’S a beautiful New Year’s
Eve and the luxury ocean
liner Poseidon is host to a big
party attended by the rich
and famous.

This includes former
politician and fire-fighter
Robert Ramsey (Kurt
Russell), card shark Dylan
Jones (Josh Lucas) and gay
businessman Richard Nelson
(Richard Dreyfuss).

When a massive freak wave
flips the ship over, they fight
to escape the rapidly sinking
ship.

This is another remake, but
a fairly entertaining one. The
trouble is, if you remember
the original, The Poseidon
Adventure, even vaguely,
you’ll be sorely disappointed.
The best disaster movies used
to take a group of likeable
characters and put them into
an extreme situation.

Poseidon’s biggest weakness is
that we are given very little
time to get to know the
characters before the
fireworks start, or even after.
Most audience affection for
these individuals will be from
the actors’ previous work —
particularly Kurt Russell and
Richard Dreyfuss. There are a
few moments where they get
to act, and they all do the
best they can with the
shallow screenplay. This
barely compensates for a
leaden plot that sinks rapidly
under close examination.

If you’re after something
undemanding, violent and

shiny, then this is perfect.
There are great special
effects.

All the nuts and bolts of
the disaster genre are there,
only it happens to have been
built without a soul. So switch
off your brain and prepare for
a wild ride instead! 

Despite its flaws, this is
highly enjoyable on the
surface. Just don’t expect any
great depth or humanity.
After a long history of The
Poseidon Adventure copycats,
like Deep Blue Sea, this
remake brings the liner’s
luckless voyage full circle.
Joanna Neilson. 6/10

Poseidon (12A)
Directed by Wolfgang
Peterson
Starring Kurt Russell,
Richard Dreyfuss.
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Tom Hanks Audrey Tautou

THE DA VINCI CODE (12A)
2.05  5.05  8.05

‘‘World-class special effects,
relentless nerve-shredding action’’ -
Empire

POSEIDON (12A)
3.40  6.30  8.50
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