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OWN one of the best films of
the year with The Constant
Gardener starring Rachel
Weisz and Ralph Fiennes,
which has just been released
on a DVD.

With bonus scenes and an
interview with author, John
Le Carre, the package is a
must have for fans of this
touching love story set
against the politically-
charged atmosphere of mass
corruption in Africa.

Performances by Fiennes
and Oscar winner, Weisz, are

superb while the real star of
the film is Africa itself and
the way the camera has
caught the beautiful
landscape of the country, its
people and its problems.

With a hand-held style, the
story unwinds at a pace and
many of the scenes are
cleverly left largely to the
imagination, which adds to
the film’s power. The best
example is the death and
love scenes.

Fiennes plays diplomat
Justin Quayle whose wife is
murdered mysteriously while
uncovering deep secrets
about the pharmaceutical

industry and implicating the
British Government and big
business.

The widower puts his life
and career on the line to
track down the killers and
try and uncover his wife's
findings.

Deleted scenes reveal how
lean and perfect the final
cut is while a small bonus
documentary From Page to
the Screen shows the author's
initial fears about how the
book could translate to
screen but how much he
admires the finished
product. — Giles Gwinnett
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A pair of free
tickets to The
Screen,
Winchester!

EVERY week, a lucky 7 days reader can
win two tickets to see a film at The
Screen in Winchester in our great prize
draw.To be in with a chance, just fill in
the coupon and send it to: Screen
Tickets, Hampshire Chronicle, Staple
House, Staple Gardens, Winchester
SO23 8SR.
● Last week’s lucky winner was Mrs K
Cole, Sutton Wood Lane, Bighton.
Rules & conditions: The voucher for two free tickets
is redeemable between Monday and Thursday
inclusively. Seats cannot be pre-booked and are
subject to any restrictions imposed by the film
distributor. Usual Newsquest competition rules apply.
There are no alternative prizes. No correspondence
will be entered into.The editor’s decision is final. Each
week the winner will be contacted by telephone.

Digging up secrets 

Showing at 
The Screen

The Constant
Gardener

The White Countess (PG) –
Set in 1930s Shanghai, Ralph
Fiennes is a blind American
diplomat who meets a young
Russian refugee as World
War II looms.

The Constant Gardener
(15) – Fiennes stars as a
widower determined to get to
the bottom of a potentially
explosive secret involving his
wife’s murder.

Too many plots
in this one

SYRIANA is a beefy slab of
worthy political filmmaking
from George Clooney and
producer Stephen
Soderbergh. It aims to
untangle the grimy web of
corruption and scandal
surrounding American oil
business in the Middle East.
Its other intention is to
relate this corruption to the
poverty that allows terrorism
and extremists to flourish.
Unfortunately, this
interesting situation is
presented with little sense of
absorbing storytelling.

Most of the many plots end
up feeling this way, their
human significance buried
under the narrative weight.
Syriana is an interesting
exercise at face value. As a
timely celluloid essay on
corruption, it admirably
wears its heart on its sleeve.
The problem is that, as this

is a film and not a
documentary, it requires a
bit more than the  dry,
significant facts that
suffocate the story. Trying to
broker a deal between story
and characters, the high-
quality acting is wasted on
dialogue that allows little
emotional engagement – a
shame, because this movie
does have something
important to say.

For those familiar with
puppet satire Team America,
the heavily political cast of
this thriller will come as no
shock at all. Sadly, George
Clooney fails to propel the
scattered exposition, divided
between too many
characters. Everyone turns

into a mouthpiece for the
case they represent.

We are spun rapidly from
one action to another,
making the complex threads
harder to grasp. The aimless
first hour is a particular
struggle, making the
stronger second half a hollow
show. If you survived the
endurance test of the first
half, the final pay-off is
almost enough. It ties up
most threads, but offers no
solution, no comfort, no
hope. A good story trying to
escape bloated exposition,
Syriana is undone by its over-
worthy intentions and fails
to satisfy on any
level.–Joanna Neilson.
Rating 6/10.

Syriana (15)
Starring George Clooney,
Matt Damon, Geoffrey
Wright, Christopher
Plummer
Directed by Stephen
Caghan

The Hills Have Eyes (18)
Wes Craven produces this
remake of the classic horror tale
about a suburban American
family stalked in the desert.

V for Vendetta (15)
A masked vigilante called V
runs rampant in fascist Britain
after Germany has won the First
World War, a gripping thriller.

Syriana (15)
George Clooney in Stephen
Gaghan’s politically charged and
hard-hitting film about the state
of the oil industry.

Two For The Money (15)
After suffering a career-ending
injury, a former college football
star aligns himself with one of
the most renowned touts in the
sports-gambling business.

The Pink Panther (PG)
12A)
Loosely based on the 1964 Peter
Sellers original film, where the
detective must solve the murder
of a famous soccer coach and
find out who stole the infamous
Pink Panther diamond.

Capote(15)
Bennett Miller's compelling
study of the man who brought
us the classic non-fiction novel,
In Cold Blood..

Lucky Number Slevin
(18)
A case of mistaken identity
plunges a man into a bloody
rivalry between two New York
gangs. Starring Josh Hartnett.

The Proposition (18)
Australian Western about the
gritty outback family order,
betrayal and retribution penned
by singer Nick Cave.

Final Destination 3 (15)
A roller-coaster ride could be
the death of a high school senior
and her friends. Fortunately, she
has a premonition.

● The above films are all showing
at cinemas in either Southampton
or Winchester.
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Oscar Winner! Rachel Weisz
THE CONSTANT GARDENER (15)
Fri/Mon 3.00 5.50 8.30  Sat/Sun 7.30  Tue 3.00 5.50
Previews!
ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN (U)
Sat/Sun/Thu 2.10 4.20  Wed 2.50
Previews! Ant & Dec in
ALIEN AUTOPSY (12A)
Wed 5.40  Thu 6.30 8.50
Spielberg's
MUNICH (15)
Wed 7.50

Ralph Fiennes in Merchant Ivory's
THE WHITE COUNTESS (PG)
2.30 5.20 8.10   


